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The following is a brief report on the March 23 hearing 
in Aho v. Suomenet al. 


Aurejarvi, plaintiff's lawyer, filed an 80-page "brief," 
which was very aggressive and argumentative. - In the brief 
Aurejarvi argued: the tobacco industry continually has given 
false information regarding the dangers of smoking (copies of 
industry statements were attached to the brief); the industry 
was opposed to warning Finnish consumers that smoking causes 
lung cancer; smoking has killed tens of millions of people 
around the world; the plaintiff should not be held 
responsible for his illness, he was weak; the defendants and 
their attorneys have made false statements to the court; the 
mere fact that the government has decided to regulate tobacco 
does not immunize the defendants. 

Aurejarvi called two witnesses: (1) Mr. Aho's sister 
testified that her brother began smoking at approximately 16 
or 17 years of age; he initially smoked one pack per day but 
as he got older he increased his smoking; when he was young, 
Mr. Aho suffered from some sort of lung disease, but his 
sister knew of no details; (2) a biologist/toxicologist 
(Ph.D.) testified that, based on the statistical evidence and 
animal data, it has been established that smoking causes 
cancer and emphysema. She admitted that because she is not a 
medical doctor she is not qualified to render an opinion as 
to the cause(s) of Mr. Aho's condition. 

The plaintiff did not complete his case. 

The next hearing is scheduled for 15 June 1989. 
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